US Dressage Finals

presented by Adequan®
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James Koford Claims Emotional Victory on
Opening Day of 2024 US Dressage Finals
Presented by Adequan®

November 7, 2024 — Lexington, KY — Day one of intense competition in the four-day
2024 US Dressage Finals presented by Adequan® began on Thursday, November 7,
and yielded the first four new champions of the year. Each one came away with a
winner’s blanket, a sash, and a slice of the $125,000 prize money on offer at the
Kentucky Horse Park. The US Dressage Finals presented by Adequan® runs through
Sunday, November 10.

James Koford’s delight at winning the Open Third Level Championship was palpable,
and the experienced rider choked back tears as he explained why his 72.375%
performance with his good friend Emily Brollier’s six-year-old Secret Royal 3 (by
Secret x Rubin Royal) was so poignant. Brollier had a bad fall in the spring of 2024
that resulted in an emergency craniotomy, two fractured vertebrae, broken ribs, and
two weeks in a coma on a ventilator.
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James Koford rode Emily Brollier’s six-year-old Secret Royal 3 to the Open Third Level
Championship with 72.375%. Photo by SusanJStickle.com.

“She woke up from the coma, and | felt like | got a call from beyond the grave
because we didn’t know if she was going to be okay,” explained Koford, who started
competing the horse in May. “She asked if | would take ‘Roy,” which of course | would
— anything she needed — so she shipped him to me in Florida.”

[ Read More ]

Finals Specialist Delivers Again

Kate Fleming-Kuhn of Star West Dressage in New Berlin, IL, continued her sparkling
run of form from the Regionals with her own eight-year-old gelding Franzsis HSR (by
Franziskus x Sandro Hit). They topped the leaderboard in the Prix St. Georges Open
even though she described him as “a bit of an imp” at home. Their 70.931% was the
only score over 70% in the class of 15 starters, and it also secured them the Miki
Christophersen Perpetual Trophy, presented by USDF Region 4.
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Kate Fleming-Kuhn and Franzsis HSR produced the only plus-70% score to capture the Prix
St. Georges Open Championship. Photo by SusanJStickle.com.

“Today he was really on my aids,” affirmed Fleming-Kuhn. “We’ve been working
throughout the summer to continue to increase his degree of engagement, and |
really felt like today that came together. That’s exciting for what the future holds for
him. The dream is always to make it to big tour, and he has the stuff for that — no
doubt.”

Franzsis was bred in the U.S. by Anita Nardine at Hidden Springs Ranch, and
Fleming-Kuhn bought him at two weeks old after seeing him “move like a cat” in his
foal video. She has produced him herself throughout his career, and he has a great
record at Finals in recent years, having been a champion in 2022 and a reserve
champion in 2023.

[ Read More J

“It All Clicked Today”

Another rider for whom everything aligned at the right moment was the young Ella
Fruchterman, who at 20 years old already has her USDF bronze, silver, and gold
medals. She rode her and her father Todd’s 15-year-old Danish mare Hannah
Montana W, by Blue Hors Doolittle, to the Open Intermediate Il title.
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Ella Fruchterman described her Intermediate Il Open Champion Hannah Montana W as "a
horse of a lifetime." Photo by SusandJStickle.com.
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“I came in tonight as the only junior in the class, so | was really focused on just riding
to the best of our ability,” said Fruchterman. “This is my first year at this level, so |
wanted to take my time and set things up. To win is the cherry on the top, and we
were not expecting it.

[ Read More ]

First-Drawn Pressure on Defending Champion

It was the pathfinders in the Intermediate Il Adult Amateur Championship who held
the lead from start to finish. Rebecca Lord was also the defending champion with her
15-year-old Hanoverian Demetrius, and their 66.569% fended off all challengers.
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Rebecca Lord and the 15-year-old Hanoverian Demetrius retained their Intermediate 11 AA
Championship crown. Photo by SusanJStickle.com.

Lord, who is 59, took a 31-year break from riding, picking it back up a decade ago.
She has made monumental progress in that time, including with Demetrius, by De
Niro, whom she bought in 2020. She also finished fifth in the class with Luke
Skywalker, clocking up 63.137%.

[ Read More ]

Out and About at Finals
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Behind-the-scenes photos by Chelsey Burris

Competition resumes on Friday, November 8, with nine championship titles up for
grabs from Training Level to Grand Prix. The full digital show program is available
here. Follow the action via the USDF Facebook page and the US Dressage Finals
website, plus live online streaming of all the action from the Alltech Arena on USEF
Network. To learn more about the US Dressage Finals presented by Adequan® and
read daily news releases, visit the official US Dressage Finals event website. Start
times and results can be found on www.horseshowoffice.com.

Along with presenting sponsor Adequan®, the US Dressage Finals is supported

by Great American Insurance Group, SmartPak® Equine, Platinum Performance,
and LeMieux. Contributing sponsors include Cryostride, Hagyard Equine Medical
Institute, Premier Equestrian, Sterling Thompson Equine, The Dressage Foundation,
and Uvex.

By Alice Collins for Jump Media/US Dressage Finals

About USDF

Founded in 1973, the United States Dressage Federation is a nonprofit membership
organization dedicated to education, recognition of achievement, and promotion of
dressage. For more information about USDF membership or programs,

visit www.usdf.org, email usdressage @usdf.org, or call 859-971-2277.

US Dressage Finals Media Contact:
Jennifer Wood
jwood @jumpmediallc.com



https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usdf.org%2Fusdressagefinals%2F&cfid=4850&vh=5601866b39026f61caeae3f2ce7f0caba481f5eb9bf5c6b63e25f29ba34f4873
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FUSDFOfficial%2F&cfid=4850&vh=9e6b9d3b5d62288d1623676df69efe3a1c985cbf842e0f02d5dd32b2682440e3
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2FUSDFOfficial%2F&cfid=4850&vh=1345ff299c4f40dc99bcd88c2af48c3392845f1d3f5cf6efb19078710e729587
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FUSDF&cfid=4850&vh=a2b5db930acb9bf4b2503e9c3d81578742357d66eb502cc7ff71b06bd2f36797
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2FUSDFORG&cfid=4850&vh=301fefa8a7b1bf2d1759a6ff8af45d591b3aa99e353f4aa95674283b5d6a5316
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usdf.org%2Fusdressagefinals%2F&cfid=4850&vh=5601866b39026f61caeae3f2ce7f0caba481f5eb9bf5c6b63e25f29ba34f4873
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fjumpmediallc.com%2Fnews%2FAbsolute_Dream_Lives_Up_to_His_Name_for_Jennifer_Truett_on_Opening_Day_of_2023_US_Dressage_Finals_Presented_by_Adequan-11-10-2023%2F5423%2F10001&cfid=4850&vh=14df0fa9da06588f906950dc0f834b03ec1b3689780a0e3073c2447dc45e7498
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsusanjsticklephotography.mypixieset.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=421bb6bc5f44fecfad0a34d22a1457fa32a23744f4a43a169f4666b338f5df4b
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fjumpmediallc.com%2Fnews%2FJames_Koford_Claims_Emotional_Victory_on_Opening_Day_of_2024_US_Dressage_Finals_Presented_by_Adequan-11-07-2024%2F6017%2F10001&cfid=4850&vh=1099ad7af3f62d623f8aa2a26b0ce50948407c1f849b299aec566dfa07c350c8
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fjumpmediallc.com%2Fnews%2FAbsolute_Dream_Lives_Up_to_His_Name_for_Jennifer_Truett_on_Opening_Day_of_2023_US_Dressage_Finals_Presented_by_Adequan-11-10-2023%2F5423%2F10001&cfid=4850&vh=14df0fa9da06588f906950dc0f834b03ec1b3689780a0e3073c2447dc45e7498
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsusanjsticklephotography.mypixieset.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=421bb6bc5f44fecfad0a34d22a1457fa32a23744f4a43a169f4666b338f5df4b
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fjumpmediallc.com%2Fnews%2FJames_Koford_Claims_Emotional_Victory_on_Opening_Day_of_2024_US_Dressage_Finals_Presented_by_Adequan-11-07-2024%2F6017%2F10001&cfid=4850&vh=1099ad7af3f62d623f8aa2a26b0ce50948407c1f849b299aec566dfa07c350c8
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fjumpmediallc.com%2Fnews%2FAbsolute_Dream_Lives_Up_to_His_Name_for_Jennifer_Truett_on_Opening_Day_of_2023_US_Dressage_Finals_Presented_by_Adequan-11-10-2023%2F5423%2F10001&cfid=4850&vh=14df0fa9da06588f906950dc0f834b03ec1b3689780a0e3073c2447dc45e7498
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsusanjsticklephotography.mypixieset.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=421bb6bc5f44fecfad0a34d22a1457fa32a23744f4a43a169f4666b338f5df4b
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fjumpmediallc.com%2Fnews%2FJames_Koford_Claims_Emotional_Victory_on_Opening_Day_of_2024_US_Dressage_Finals_Presented_by_Adequan-11-07-2024%2F6017%2F10001&cfid=4850&vh=1099ad7af3f62d623f8aa2a26b0ce50948407c1f849b299aec566dfa07c350c8
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fjumpmediallc.com%2Fnews%2FAbsolute_Dream_Lives_Up_to_His_Name_for_Jennifer_Truett_on_Opening_Day_of_2023_US_Dressage_Finals_Presented_by_Adequan-11-10-2023%2F5423%2F10001&cfid=4850&vh=14df0fa9da06588f906950dc0f834b03ec1b3689780a0e3073c2447dc45e7498
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsusanjsticklephotography.mypixieset.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=421bb6bc5f44fecfad0a34d22a1457fa32a23744f4a43a169f4666b338f5df4b
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fjumpmediallc.com%2Fnews%2FJames_Koford_Claims_Emotional_Victory_on_Opening_Day_of_2024_US_Dressage_Finals_Presented_by_Adequan-11-07-2024%2F6017%2F10001&cfid=4850&vh=1099ad7af3f62d623f8aa2a26b0ce50948407c1f849b299aec566dfa07c350c8
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Findd.adobe.com%2Fview%2Fff16394a-4cc9-49b7-acbe-30950baf5209&cfid=4850&vh=8bb0d262af7c1bfc5fad19a4c1864856162b3d29d195b964f6206a6f908f298e
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FUnited-States-Dressage-Federation-Official-Page-113430362040%2F%3Ffref%3Dts&cfid=4850&vh=108fbbba55da077ad525e31ea61990dbc4fe481e345da4fc748d6cd34c59debd
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usdf.org%2Fusdressagefinals%2F&cfid=4850&vh=0a2e7b49f1daa5199494eeff8d28ed52427b72cf7f1ac63d52e67ce67a8646fe
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipmyhorse.tv%2Fen_US%2Fevents%2F15119%2Fus-dressage-finals&cfid=4850&vh=0bb821a82eafff73e73e3aeaf77a96942a8e1894841c01c6ea903057466a17c5
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usdressagefinals.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=d82f8d100cf0442cfb4bac83c11636b517db9f35893b960a1c0ad53b6ae54da0
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.horseshowoffice.com%2F%23%2Fevents&cfid=4850&vh=7b7b6b2f232121c218f358e5b00db881644a9c772dcd0c01fd5895bdde3dbcb2
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fadequan.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=9596da883c01c2f26721559fcba11eaf1dc01532b0a4ab441fc9c0d3d60165f3
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.greatamericaninsurancegroup.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=d234e136bcae04fbad039dc9be8a287457d4fa3727b0a3e76d383d816f0b18f0
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartpakequine.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=2947b79c6dbed5ea96dcc60ac93d8cf5ba9e4ed4943ffde1312cd10167887e4e
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.platinumperformance.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=f20f60251fdfd3eed936418292fd9bef32817464273e90258dcda5308496dd47
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lemieux.com%2Fus%2F&cfid=4850&vh=8eac57284b855265d4c8a137212b5d9ed0ea9236dc3f5ef732e2fb430d851a93
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cryostride.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=6094a6dc1c2d9a4b8ce7e8af7f1d38b17e707ee669a61f76b8f819a1e080ba26
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hagyard.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=510a9a84ae626f2957ac108f956be911e59a77d892502f5b73e705b25cebd03f
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fpremierequestrian.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=9f73d68c63592ab7861715ba274cdc0128559ae51d394595d5fb60581d0d19ce
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsterlingthompson.com%2Ffarmequine&cfid=4850&vh=7c6cc89a7710956aad4d43ece40cfd13c4533a9ede2ba938a2074cb98d99fa99
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dressagefoundation.org%2F&cfid=4850&vh=7dffc6da0a7cdc6f784ebce392104b6252168cfd7c981e44f5d18d7b23412006
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fuvex-equestrian-usa.com%2F&cfid=4850&vh=5bef109d700724e09263aee30debd7582c1f0a00a58804b0c94e6ef7e417f75f
https://click-1566254.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1566254&mid=202261&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usdf.org%2F&cfid=4850&vh=39d74b8d6e160a64e7ad40b502ad93a47b9c136b6b58e465f03a6d7707a49e38
mailto:usdressage@usdf.org
mailto:jwood@jumpmediallc.com

